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Clemson brings doctors, faculty together

t, right, works with doctoral candidate, Estefi Alvarez,

Martine LaBerge, chair of Clemson's bioengineering

~ center, and Assistant Professor Melinda Harman in the lab at the Biomedical Engineering Innovation Campus. xen
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If you've designed a
new kind of surgical im-
plant and you want to test
it out in a cadaver, you can
now do it in Greenville.

That's one of the capa-
bilities at the Clemson
University  Biomedical
Engineering Innovation
Campus, which opened
Friday at the Greenville

together with physicians
and entrepreneurs to de-
velop new medical de-
vices and technologies for
use in fields such as ortho-
pedics and vascular sur-
gery.

Along the way, Clem-
son hopes to teach stu-
dents and train health care
workers and make pa-
tients’ lives easier.

H System's Pate- Located in about 30,000
campus. square feet of space on the

The center, funded by
state government and bio- See CENTER, Page 3A
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how to implant their
ducts.
arch activities in-
C Adeslgmng biomateri-
s and sensors and study-
Mled surgical im-
Thecenteralso includes
' the country’s first program
“to train people to recycle
%mww devices, a way
‘of cutting health-care
‘costs, said Martine La-
Berge, head of Clemson’s

blocngmeermg depart-

Theres also space for
lhrt-up companies that
y spin out of the re-
flﬂmh or come to the cen-
“ter to be close to the re-

Clemson hopes the cen-
ter will help generate lu-
crative inventions like a po-
lymer coating for surgical
implants that came out of
its bioengineering depart-
ment in the 1980s.

The invention by Joon
B. Park, a Clemson bioengi-
neering professor at the
time, made it easier for the
human body to receive im-
plants such as hip or knee
implants.

A company called Zim-
mer bought the rights to
the technology, and be-
tween 1981 and 2002, it paid
nearly $30 million in royal-
ties, though the product
was manufactured out of
state. Half of the royalties
went to Clemson and the
rest to Park.

Lisa Waples, a Wiscon-
sin consultant hired to help
Clemson raise the national
ranking of its bioengineer-
ing department from 23rd
to the top 10, said it's very
realistic to expect the new
center to generate market-
able new technology and
spinoff companies.

Waples, a former direc-
tor for corporate relations
in biomedical engineering
at Marquette University,
said the Clemson center
compares “very, very fa-
vorably” with biomedical
programs she's seen at uni-
versities around the coun-

try.

Waples said Stanford
University in California is
the only other program she
knows of that brings doc-
tors and researchers to-
gether in the same building
to collaborate for innova-
tion.

LaBerge said the state
of South Carolina provided
$7 million for the center,
and five companies provid-
ed funding and/or equip-
ment. She identified the
companies as Smith &
Nephew, Ziehm Imaging
Group, Agfa Healthcare,
Virturad Inc. and Phillips
Medical Systems.

In addition, Clemson is
part of a statewide consor-
tium created to foster bio-
medical research with the
help of Stryker Corp., a ma-
jor medical device compa-
ny.

As part of the consor-
tium, Stryker has agreed to
rebate part of its product
sales to six hospitals
around the state. The hos-
pitals will use the resulting
savings to fund biomedical
research by Clemson, the
University of South Caroli-
na and the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina.

Stryker gets first right
of refusal to market any
technology that comes out
of the program, according
to Clemson.



